The Challenge to Democracy
world in which peace is secure because all peoples
are too busy working for what all desire, to prepare
for war.
The hesitation to go to war still survives from the
bitter experience of the Great War. Not merely the
memory of the deaths of one's friends, not merely
wounds and disablement nor a distaste for the
brutalities of the battlefield, but a very widespread
sense of disillusion exists among common folk. Even
bellicose rhetoricians, such as Mussolini and Goering,
know that the enthusiasm for sitting in trenches or
jabbing other men with bayonets is not very common;
and therefore whenever they praise war they make
another speech praising peace. The suspicion of all
traditional cries in war such as "king and country5*
and "the nation in danger" is a hindrance to warlike
or bad-tempered politicians. A healthy scepticism of
the competence of generals, admirals, and bellicose
newspaper men is spreading with the improvement in
education. But these are merely negative protections
against war.
We need more than these. We need a conviction
among the majority of ordinary folk in all nations
that what they want can be obtained only in common
with the ordinary folk of other nations. The English-
man should think of the Frenchman or the German
not as a possible enemy but as someone who needs his
help and someone whose help may be needed. The
problem of policy .then would be not how to keep
each out of the other's way but how to bring all men
no